clear that it was necessary to consider not only the problems of the defective children but also those of adults, and thus the inquiry became a most comprehensive one. Mr. A. H. Wood, C.B., who was at that time the Assistant Secretary in charge of the Medical Branch of the Board of Education, was appointed Chairman of the Committee, which included amongst its members persons who had expert knowledge of the administrative, medical, scientific, social and educational aspects of the problem of mental deficiency.
In the initial stages of its deliberations the Committee decided that it was necessary to make an investigation that would enable it to assess anew the magnitude of the problem. The only previous investigation on a large scale into the incidence of mental defect in this country was that of the Royal Commission on the Care and Control of the Feeble-minded, 1904 Feeble-minded, -1908 . It was thought that the legal and administrative provisions for the mental defective which resulted from the Report of the Commission and the important advances made in the scientific approach to the problem of mental defect during the last twenty years would enable a more reliable estimate to be made of the numbers of defectives. Therefore the incidence of mental defect in six typical areas, each with a population of about 100,000, was ascertained and the data thus obtained proved the wisdom of the Committee's decision.
In Part I of the Report a chapter is given to review the legislation respecting the mental defective and in Part 
